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The following () items are necessary for successful completion* of course assignments in Studio Art. 
* Students need not complete all semester assignments to earn a passing grade (e.g. 60% or >) and course credit. 

 

These items can be stored in an art room locker for ease of access and use during class time. 
 

MONEY-SAVING TIP:  Many items need not be new, and students are likely to already have these items. 
MONEY-SAVING TIP II:  Collaborate with a locker partner(s) on supplies that can be shared. 
MONEY-SAVING TIP III:  Some items can be used and/or reused in additional semesters, such as canvasses. 
BUYER, BEWARE of ultra-cheap brands and slick-looking package deals on stuff you don’t need!   
SUCCESS TIP:  Preview the assessment (score) sheets to plan for what will be graded, credited, etc. 
SUCCESS TIP II:  DON’T USE GRAPHITE – in pencil, mechanical pencil, bar, or stick – for any/all assignments. 
STUDENTS IN NEED:  Some supplies may be available for students in need.  Inquire with the instructor ASAP. 

 
 

For the SKETCHBOOK…  a DAILY observation/intuitive drawing assignment… 
 a sturdy, durably-bound sketchbook(s)*, no larger than 8 x 10 inches…  ISMALLER IS BETTER! I 

• WARNING: Books larger than 8 x 10 inches will “lose points.”     TIP: Preview an assessment sheet. 
• * 80 one-sided pages are required for this semester-long (80-day) assignment.  This can be more than one book. 
• BEWARE of PADS and FLIMSY SPIRALS!  They will fall apart!  Think “durable binding“ – hardbound, stitched or spiral. 
• Repeat students should “start fresh” each semester with a new book OR clearly flag, mark, or separate old pages from new.   

Old work will not be credited. 
 

For the ART JOURNAL…  a WEEKLY art history rendition assignment… 
 12 sheets of 8½ x 11-inch mixed media/watercolor paper (90 – 160 lb. thickness/weight) 

• Larger papers can and should be trimmed to 8½ x 11 inches before beginning each weekly assignment. 
• WARNING: Papers under or over 8½ x 11 inches will “lose points.”     TIP: Preview an assessment sheet. 
• Pages should be thicker, stiffer, more rigid and compatible with both wet or dry media.   

 

For the PROJECTS…  a MONTHLY autobiographical painting assignment… 
 3 (three) 16 x 20-inch painting surfaces – stretched canvases, canvas boards, panels, plywood, etc. 

• WARNING: Projects smaller than 16 x 20 inches will “lose points.”    TIP: Preview an assessment sheet. 
• Project surfaces may be larger, but they must be kept reasonable, manageable, doable, storable, etc.  Too big can take too long. 

OIL PAINTS ARE NOT ALLOWED AT SCHOOL AND WILL NOT BE CREDITED, EVEN IF THEY ARE USED AT HOME. 
 

For ANY/ALL ASSIGNMENTS…  (Graphite is not needed, nor is it credited.  For this class, students should avoid it or “bury” it under other media.) 
 At least 3 synthetic-bristle acrylic brushes – no larger than ½-inch wide – a round brush, a flat brush, and one 

VERY small fine-tipped brush (that might also be used for fine details with watercolors) would be a good place to start.  
FYI: This isn’t house painting.  This is the Fine Arts version of painting, in which speed is not a virtue.  Engagement with the work and attention to 
detail are.  Big brushes often make for lazy, sloppy, hurried, “short-cutted,” “real quick” work.  Save the bigger brushes for painting walls.   

 at least 5 tubes, jars or bottles of acrylic paint: white, red, yellow, blue and black… CRAYOLA etc. 
 1 or 2 white, flat dishes to use as paint palettes (Glass and ceramic clean up easily, even after the paint dries, 

but they can shatter when dropped.  TIP: Use the second dish as a “lid” when you want to keep paints wet overnight.) 
 a flexible palette knife  (It’s like a small bent spatula to smash, squish and mix colors together…  or to paint with!)  
 permanent black ink pens that don’t bleed through paper – one fine, one ultra-fine and a… 

 …a white gel pen (for drawing light and highlights) 
 set of 8-color watercolors in a lidded tray…  CRAYOLA, PRANG or similar/better 
 set of at least 8 or 12 crayons that includes white…  CRAYOLA or similar/better   
 set of at least 8 or 12 water-based color markers…  CRAYOLA or similar/better  
 set of at least 8 or 12 oil pastels that includes white… CRAYOLA, CRAYPAS or similar/better 
 set of at least 8 or 12 color pencils that includes white…  CRAYOLA or similar/better and a… 

 …hand-held pencil sharpener  (for conserving nicer, more expensive color pencils) 
 small bottle of Elmer’s® glue or similar brand (for collage work and for securing items in your sketchbook) 
 12-inch ruler (Longer rulers – 18” to a meter – can be checked out when needed for large project work.) 
 scissors (that work) 
 bag, pouch, crate, bin or box (for easy storage in and removal from your shared locker)  

(IF you want to use charcoals, chalks, or dry pastels, PLEASE include a can of fixative or hairspray in your 
supplies for fixing the dusty, dry media to your art.  Hairspray is cheaper and can do the job.) 

 

SOURCES: closets, drawers, attics, basements, former art students, neighbors, yard sales, grandparents, relatives, thrift stores, dollar 
stores, dept. stores, office suppliers, OLYPHANT (downtown Oly), college bookstores, arts/crafts stores, online, Santa Claus, etc.  
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How to Make a DISPLAY TAG & STATEMENT for an Artwork 
 

In the Visual Arts each art object* on display is accompanied by a display tag and a statement. 
*art object  =  a sketchbook,  a portfolio,  or any loose artwork not secured in a book or portfolio 

 

DISPLAY TAGS answer four basic questions frequently asked by viewers: 
 

 "WHO made this...?" 
 "WHAT'S it called...?" 
 "HOW did they make it…?  With what materials…?" 
 "WHEN did they make/complete it?” 

 

Display tags can also include information about… 
 the PRICE...   (IMPORTANT if the artist is willing to sell the work) 
 the DIMENSIONS...  (IMPORTANT if a photo is displayed instead of the actual work) 
 the OWNER...  (IMPORTANT if the work is on loan or from someone’s collection) 

 
 

STATEMENTS tell the story behind the artwork and/or the artist. 
 
 
 

Arthur G. West 
 

Black Hills at Sunrise 
 
graphite, collage and acrylic on canvas  
 
January – June 2016 
 
 
 
This painting was made to go in a very specific place. 
 

There is a big blank wall I see every morning at my school.   
One day I realized, "If that wall had been given a large window,  
I would see the Black Hills each morning instead of just a wall." 
 

Sunrises are all about intense displays of color, so I kept the 
drawing simple, but applied colors in the purest form I could. 

 
 
 
 
 

TIPS for Good Display: 
 

 Give each art object (e.g. book, portfolio, canvas, etc.) its own complete display information.   
o This is a standard courtesy to viewers, much like a program or bulletin is when provided at a show.   
o Viewers do not like to have to guess or figure it out for themselves. 

 Always TYPE your display information.  
o Use a legible font that's a comfortable size to read at arm's length. 
o Leave a comfortable margin space around the text. 

 PLAN AHEAD...   
o How will your art be displayed...?  on a table...?  on easels...?  in frames...?  no frames...? 
o How do you want your information displayed? 

 on the cover for each book or binder...?   
 inside the cover of each book or binder…? 
 as separate cards...?   
 as folded tents...?   
 as a "table of contents" for a collection of work...?   

 
 Print onto card stock or mount the tags onto something stiffer or heavier than standard weight paper. 
 Trim carefully, and print an extra as backup, in case you "hack things up" too much or lose it. 
 NEVER permanently glue, tape, or staple info tags directly onto the surface of your of art! 

A STATEMENT from the artist is 
included within this tag.  Italicizing 
distinguishes the statement from the 
basic tag info.  The statement briefly 
tells the artwork’s story – where the 
idea came from, how the artist made it,  
and/or what it’s about, etc. 

Minimum is the year the 
work was completed, but a 
more specific date is okay. 

Media (materials used) is 
usually all in lower case. 

A title is always underlined 
or italicized.  Here the title is 
also enlarged and bold-
faced to help it stand out. 

Artist’s Name 


